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INTRODUCTION  
TO EDUCATORS
USING THIS GUIDE

his guide has been written to be appropriate for a grade 6 level and above and is 
recommended for use in high schools.

The film is also likely to be very popular with Métis community organizations and will offer 
an added historical layer to those who want to use it as a supplement to using for their 
membership.

THE FILM     
Detached from his Métis roots, and living in Toronto, Trevor pilots a campervan across 
North America to track the life and legacy of his childhood hero and great-great-great 
uncle, Métis leader Gabriel Dumont. Trevor follows the life path of Dumont, from his birth 
in what would become Manitoba, to his life further south and west as a buffalo hunter, 
husband, trader, hunter, negotiator, and businessman. We follow the events of the 1885 
uprising and his escape from Canadian authorities to his life in the United States, working 
with Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild West Show. Dumont’s later return to Canada is seen as a 
symbol against Canadian Imperialism, and now recognized as an important chapter in the 
history of Canada as the country was challenged to define its identity. 

THE FILMMAKER
Trevor Cameron was born in Edmonton. His family is mixed race, Scottish and Métis (Cree 
and French), and he is a writer, director and performer who also works within Indigenous 
groups as a speaker and teacher. He attended the En’owkin Centre, an Indigenous creative 
writing school in Penticton BC, and the Vancouver Film School. Trevor began his career as 
an improviser and comedian before entering production full time. 

T
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At the beginning of the film, Trevor describes his connection to Dumont, 
who was brought to life for Trevor through stories shared with him by 
many family members that sparked his childhood imagination:

“‘Why me?’ you ask. Who am I to go looking for Gabriel Dumont 
stories? My mother raised me to know where my roots came from. 
My grandfather is Lawrence Dumont and his grandfather is Isidore 
Dumont, the first Métis killed in the uprising of 1885. He was Gabriel 
Dumont’s older brother. That makes Gabriel Dumont my great, great, 
great uncle.”

THE JOURNEY
In some ways Gabriel Dumont’s journey, as well as those of Trevor and his 
family members, resonate with the family stories of many Métis people: we 
can see some of our own 20th century family migrations reflected in the 
journey of Trevor’s family as they spread out from the Prairies into other 
parts of Canada, and we can connect our 19th century ancestors to some of 
the places and events visited by Uncle Gabe. 

Trevor’s journey is a huge one to undertake: in total, he travels to more 
than thirty locations! What would it take for someone to complete a goal 
like this? Such an epic journey has at its roots a deep motivation fuelled by 
an adventurous spirit as well as a collection of incredibly captivating stories 
that came to Trevor through both history and family. At the beginning of the 
film, Trevor describes his goals and how he plans to achieve them: 

“After all of these years, I hope to understand Gabriel Dumont 
.... I want to get on the road and learn more about his travels, 
his adventures and what his legacy is today…. I want to look at 
Gabriel Dumont’s whole life and not just the uprising that pushed 
him onto the international stage…. The plan is to get my butt to 
Saskatchewan and retrace Gabriel Dumont’s steps and look for the 
stories and things of Gabriel Dumont and listen to whoever wants to 
speak with us.”
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LEARNING OUTCOMES
Viewers will learn about:

• The history and legacy of Gabriel Dumont, beginning with his role in 
the 1885 Métis uprising, then extending beyond his military career to 
gain a fuller understanding of Gabriel Dumont;

• The history and culture of the Métis, with a focus on the places they 
lived and travelled;

• The complexity of Métis identity through both the story of Dumont as 
well as Trevor’s own journey and personal reflections.
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USE OF THE TERM “HALF BREED”
Over the past several generations, Métis folks have called themselves many 
different names:

• Métis, which was used by the French, 
and comes from the Latin words 
meaning “to mix” and “mixed race”;

• Otipemisiwak, a Cree word meaning 
“the people who rule themselves”;

• Michif or Bungee, which are also 
Métis languages; 

• the list goes on ...

… and from time to time, we still might 
see or hear the word “Half-Breed” in recognition of their English/Scottish 
heritage. 

In the words of Allan Benoit, chief of staff for the Manitoba Métis 
Federation, in response to the term appearing in a 2018 Facebook 
translation for “Métis”, “It was intended as a racial slur – dehumanizing 
language. It’s from an era of intolerance.” Although this name was used 
until the 1930s, it’s now considered offensive by most Métis.

Métis / Michif: in pre-Confederation 
Canada,”Métis” referred to children of 
mixed ancestry from First Nation and 
European unions; Michif was their language 
which combines Cree verbs and syntax with 
French nouns. In some areas, Michif is also 
used to refer to a Métis person.

DId you know
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Louis Riel had this to say about the Métis and the word itself:

“The French word, ‘Métis’, is derived from the Latin participle 
mixtus, which means ‘mele’; it expresses well the idea that is sought 
to be conveyed. However appropriate the corresponding English 
expression ‘Halfbreed’ might have been for the first generation of 
the mixture of blood, now that European blood and Indian blood are 
mixed in every degree, it is no longer generally applicable.” (Goulet 
& Goulet, 2008, p.14, quoted in ”Land Agreements”)

Métis writer and lawyer Chelsea Vowel, who writes as âpihtawikosisân, 
meaning “half-son” in Cree, sums things up well in a tweet about author 
Maria Campbell’s and other Post-War generation Métis self-identification as 
“Halfbreed”:

“Are you going to call Maria Campbell [b. 1940] colonized for 
identifying as Halfbreed? It’s not the only way she identifies, but a 
lot of the folks of that generation use the term still. … Most of the 
Métis who use this term aren’t half something, half Métis. They’re 
Métis, all the way. It’s a reclamation of sorts, and it’s rarely okay to 
call a Métis person this, even if they use the term for themselves.” 

https://twitter.com/apihtawikosisan/status/1016370907558735873
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TRAILS OF 1885:  
BATOCHE & THE MÉTIS 
UPRISING

O

“Before I get into Gabriel Dumont’s legacy,  
I have to first visit his history.”  
    – Trevor Cameron

WHO ARE THE MÉTIS? 
n their website, the Métis Nation of Alberta defines citizenship 
as “a person who self-identifies as Métis, is distinct from other 
Aboriginal peoples, is of historic Métis Nation Ancestry and who 

is accepted by the Métis Nation.” This definition comes from a decision 
written by the Supreme Court of Canada in 2003 for the Powley Case, 
which focused on Métis of Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. It locates Métis 
rights within local histories of Métis communities and was the first major 
Aboriginal rights case concerning Métis people. 

In pre-Confederation Canada, “Métis” referred to children of mixed 
ancestry from First Nation and European unions. When these two 
branches converged, a distinct culture emerged connected by Michif 
language, and as Chelsea Vowel adds, a “history…and culture that arose 
in the Red River and spread out as Métis founded other communities.”
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Although there’s been a lot of focus on Red River by historians, just like not 
all Métis are related to Riel or Dumont (even though the star of this film 
Trevor, happens to be!), not all families are from the Red River in southern 
Manitoba.

One of the many people Trevor visits along his journey is historian and 
educator Lawrie Barkwell, a Canadian Scotsman who became an honorary 
member of the Manitoba Métis Federation due to his dedication to the 
research and publication of Métis history. Barkwell reminds us of the 
significance of legal decisions such as Powley: 

“The Métis have truly been the forgotten people. … [Either] they’re 
not in the history books or they’re misportrayed ... The story of the 
Métis in Canada is one of the last huge human rights issues in North 
America. And of all the indigenous people, the Métis were denied 
their rights for far longer: it was only in 2013 the Supreme Court 
decision on the Métis land claim.”

Métis settlements could be found throughout various territories in Canada 
and United States.



9            shadow OF DUMONT educator’s guide

A golden age for Métis culture through the 
first half of the 19th century ended with the 
1867 Confederation of Canada. The Hudson’s 
Bay Company, which was sanctioned to 
operate and also acted as the de facto 
government in the territory called Rupert’s 
Land for 200 years, surrendered its charter 
to the British Crown in 1869. Ottawa sent 
survey crews to Red River before the United 
States could lay claim, which caused a lot 
of worry for the Métis as they were never 
consulted. The Canadian government’s scrip system rather than treaty 
agreements, followed from 1870’s to 1908.

Scrip was promoted as a way to transfer 
land to Métis people, but was often corrupt. 
As this process unfolded, waves of settlers 
arrived, pushing many Métis west and 
south, eventually into urban centres where 
they found themselves disconnected from 
the culture that had flourished only half a 
century before.

Rupert’s Land was the name given to 
the territory operated by the Hudson’s Bay 
Company prior to Confederation. It included: 
all of Manitoba, most of Saskatchewan, 
southern Alberta, southern Nunavut, and 
northern parts of Ontario and Quebec, as 
well as parts of Minnesota, North Dakota, 
Montana and South Dakota

DId you know

DId you know
Scrip is a certificate that could be 
exchanged for land or money, and was a 
tool used by the Canadian government to 
extinguish the Métis’ Indigenous title by 
transferring land to Métis people in three 
phases over the turn of the 20th century.
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GABRIEL DUMONT
Gabriel Dumont’s legacy is huge: he has become a leading figure in Métis 
history, someone many consider to be a hero. Dumont was born in 1837 
and was raised in a hivernant, or winter house, in the Red River where 
annual bison hunts were important.

It was this focus on the bison hunt that led Dumont from a young age to 
become highly skilled in horseback riding and marksmanship, naming his 
first gun “Le Petit.” By the time he was in his twenties he was the leader of 
the Métis buffalo hunt, commanding 200 hunters. 

Dumont was able to communicate widely with many Indigenous groups on 
the Plains: he spoke six First Nations Languages as well as Michif, French, 
and English. Some historians believe he could not speak English. However 
he was known to give interviews and hold conversations in English with 
reporters. He was able to write short notes in French and English while 
working “The Buffalo Bill’s Wild West”, but his full writing competency has 
never been uncovered. 

In 1873, he was elected President of the St. Laurent Council, which was a 
local government created by the Métis living along the South Saskatchewan 
River to manage issues such as crime and land title. 

Dumont’s leadership in the hunt and on the Council prepared him for the 
role that would push him into the national spotlight and onto the history 
pages: that of Louis Riel’s military leader during the 1885 Northwest 
Resistance. 
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After the 1885 Uprising, Dumont fled to the United States where he was 
immediately arrested, only to be pardoned two days later by U.S. President 
Cleveland. He paused in Montana, where his wife died in the spring of 1886.

 While both Riel and Dumont fought relentlessly for the rights 
of Métis people, historian Nicholas Vrooman describes 

a key quality held by Dumont that set him apart in his 
community: 

”It was Dumont that the people really 
loved … he was the accessible one. He 
was the one that spoke the language of 
the everyday person.”

DId you know
Wahkohtowin means “kinship” and is at the 
centre of the way the Cree describe “laws” seen 
in nature that help guide human action. It’s 
about interconnectedness and responsibility. 
Clarence Whitstone, a Cree Elder from Onion Lake, 
Saskatchewan, sums it up by emphasizing that 
Wahkohtowin is about living with our environment 
and all creatures within it “in a good way.”
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Trevor stands in front of Dumont’s grave at Batoche where visitors can read 
the following inscription:

”Gabriel Dumont, 1838 -1906

Born in Assiniboia, Rupert’s Land, he won early fame as a buffalo 
hunter. About 1868 he founded the Métis camp which became St. 
Laurent, and in 1873 became first president of its local government. 

In 1884 he led a party to Montana to bring back Louis Riel. He 
commanded the Métis forces in 1885 and displayed considerable 
military ability. 

After the fall of Batoche he escaped to the United States. He 
returned years later and resumed the life of a hunter.”
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LOUIS RIEL
Louis Riel was the Métis founder of Manitoba, and is known as the great 
Métis leader of two uprisings: the 1869-70 Red River Resistance and 1885 
Northwest Resistance.

Born in 1844 on his grandparents’ farm at the Red River Settlement in 
Manitoba, Riel was the oldest of eleven children. Riel’s father was a political 
leader who organized a Métis resistance to the Hudson’s Bay Company in 
1849, and this likely influenced his son’s later turn towards politics. 

Riel excelled as a student, and at the age of thirteen was awarded a 
scholarship to study for the priesthood in Montreal. When his father passed 
away in 1864, Riel turned his thoughts away from the priesthood and 
towards supporting his family.

In 1869, shortly after the Confederation of Canada, the Hudson’s Bay 
Company surrendered its charter to the British Crown and survey crews 
were sent to Red River. Concerned by the prospect of the influx of settlers 
the survey would bring, the Métis formed the Métis National Committee 
(MNC) in order to protect their status in the Northwest. Having been 
educated in the east, Riel earned a reputation as an articulate speaker, and 
was elected president of the Committee. 

In 1869, Riel was elected president of the Métis National Committee (MNC). 
On October 11, 1869, the MNC halted the land surveys, and in 1870 Riel led 
the Métis provisional government as they negotiated the entry of the Red 
River Settlement into Confederation as the Province of Manitoba.
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“I've never heard anybody in high school or 
university teach [students that] Manitoba is the  
only province brought into confederation by 
Indigenous people, and it's the Métis [who did] it.”

     – Lawrie Barkwell

Though Riel’s actions gained him many supporters, he also 
had critics who held influence over Canadian politics. Eventually 

Riel was declared an outlaw, and in February 1875 the Canadian 
government adopted a motion granting amnesty to Riel that was conditional 
to his spending five years of exile. Shortly after this, Riel suffered a nervous 
breakdown and was admitted to the mental asylum at Beauport, Quebec. 
In the decades that followed, there was a lot of debate among historians 
about Riel’s sanity; today, any speculation that Riel was insane is considered 
unfounded as his breakdown was due to years of incessant stress.

In 1877, Riel returned to the United States and eventually settled in the 
Métis community of St. Peter’s Mission, Montana. In 1884, Dumont and a 
few others travelled to ask Riel for his assistance in Canada - Riel agreed.

Following the events of the 1885 Northwest Resistance, Riel was found 
guilty of treason in an unfair trial, and executed. He is laid to rest at St. 
Boniface.

Initially dismissed as a rebel by Canadian historians, Riel is now regarded 
as a Father of Confederation and a leader who fought to protect his people 
from the Canadian government. Louis Riel continues to inspire hope, 
strength and pride among the Métis Nation. 



15            shadow OF DUMONT educator’s guide

BATOCHE 
Batoche, which lies between Saskatoon and Prince Albert, is a National 
Historic Site that has become a Métis gathering place where the community 
comes together every summer for Back to Batoche Days during the week of 
July 24.

Originally known as St. Laurent, it had been a hivernant, or Métis wintering 
community, important to the buffalo hunters and traders in the area since 
the late 1850’s. Founded in 1871 by Manitoba Métis who were pushed west 
by the fallout of the Dominion Land Survey, it is perhaps best known for 
being the site of the final battle of the 1885 Northwest Resistance where the 
Métis were defeated by Canadian forces. 

South of Saskatoon, Trevor stops to visit historian Krystl Raven 
who describes the shift when the Métis changed over from 

being semi-nomadic to keeping houses: 

“About 1869, 1870, they started to scope places and 
that’s where they found St. Laurent [which would 
become Batoche]. It took quite a while to actually 
get that started as a settlement because it was a 

community decision ... a group of people were [elected] 
to go look for land and then they had to come back to the 

community [and say] this is what we found. About 1871 
they made the official ... settlement.”
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Batoche is very important for the Métis because it is the place where their 
ancestors pushed back against oppressive forces. Historian 
Nicholas Vrooman sums up the complexity Batoche holds 
for contemporary Métis: 

“Batoche [is] the end of an act. Batoche is ... history, 
but it’s also that place that no matter where you are 
in the world as a Métis, you know that there’s Back 
to Batoche. It’s where the Nation convenes.”

“Batoche is a place of community and 
a place of uprising, a place of hope and 
despair. It’s always easier for me to look at 

history as a trickster, but at this location among 
the dead who fought for my people, I have 

to take a moment and remember the men 
and women who sacrificed. Batoche is a 
touchstone for me as a Métis.”

    –Trevor Cameron
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1885 MÉTIS UPRISING 
“The uprising or rebellion, as it was known in 1885, pitted 
the Metis worried they were going to lose their land, 
against the Canadian government, who ordered their 
forces to quell any hostilities.”  
   – Trevor Cameron
The events that unfolded over the Spring of 1885 in the territory now 
called Saskatchewan is today most often referred to as the 1885 Northwest 
Resistance.

Though the federal approval of the Manitoba Act of 1870 recognized Métis 
title to the land within the province, the establishment of the scrip system 
left most Métis without permanent title to the land they occupied.

In the spring of 1884, Dumont called a meeting with Métis living near 
the South Saskatchewan River to discuss grievances against the federal 
government and decided to seek Louis Riel’s assistance.

When Riel arrived in Saskatchewan, he spoke to people throughout the 
district and drafted a petition outlining grievances which he sent to Ottawa 
in December 1884.

In the early winter of 1885, having received no response, the Métis 
prepared to take up arms: Dumont was appointed the Adjutant-General of 
the Métis Nation, and he proceeded to organize 300 men for action. 

The 1885 Métis Uprising saw a series of battles unfold within Saskatchewan 
over the course of two months that Spring, and though there were early 
successes for the Métis, the trail ended at Batoche where they were 
defeated. 

Dumont fled to the United States; Riel surrendered, was tried, found guilty 
of treason, and executed by the time 1885 drew to a close.
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TIMELINE: 1885 UPRISING, KEY EVENTS

1884
MAY 6 
South Saskatchewan Branch Métis 
meet to pass resolutions specifying 
grievances.

DECEMBER 16 
Riel sends a petition to the Secretary 
of State. 

1885
MARCH 5 
Riel and a group of Métis leaders hold 
a secret meeting where they decide to 
take up arms if necessary.

MARCH 18 
Métis seize control of St. Anthony’s 
Church.

MARCH 21 
Métis newly formed Provisional 
Government of Saskatchewan 
demands the North-West Mounted 
Police surrender Fort Carlton.

MARCH 22 
The Winnipeg Militia is ordered 
to a state of readiness and Major 
Frederick Middleton is given 
command of the troops.

University of Saskatchewan Archives, and University of Saskatchewan Libraries Special 
Collections Department. “Chronology of Events.” Northwest Resistance Database, 1995, 
 https://library.usask.ca/northwest/background/chronol.htm.

https://library.usask.ca/northwest/background/chronol.htm
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MARCH 26-27 
Battle of Duck Lake. The Police 
abandon Fort Carlton and retreat to 
Prince Albert.

MARCH 28 
The Federal Government raises a 
Canadian Militia Force. 

MARCH 31 
Council of the Provisional Government 
of Saskatchewan moves the Métis 
force to Batoche where they construct 
a defensive system of trenches and 
rifle pits.

APRIL 2 
Frog Lake Massacre.

APRIL 24 
Dumont ambushes Middleton’s troops 
at Tourond’s Coulee/Fish Creek.

MAY 9-12 
Battle of Batoche. Middleton defeats 
the Métis force in a three day battle.

MAY 15-AUGUST 1 
Riel surrenders, is charged, tried, and 
found guilty of treason and sentenced 
to hang.

NOVEMBER 16 
Riel is executed on a public gallows in 
Regina. 
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ACTIVITY
A DAY IN THE LIFE

Work in groups to illustrate a story that describes a day in the life of 
Dumont or Riel; it could be a special day like a buffalo hunt or an event 
selected from the 1885 Uprising timeline, or it could be a typical day. 
Develop your story together as a group using this template, or make one of 
your own. 

*If you prefer using electronic devices to create the illustration there are 
stop motion apps you can download for free on Android or Apple devices, 
such as Stop Motion Studio by Cateater. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TMUV1KXCl8j6UjujB46sPipt54Qxkj4f/view
https://www.cateater.com/try.html
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• In what year did Manitoba become a province? What role did Métis 

people play in this process?

• Considering recent protest movements such as #NODAPL and #BLM, 
what conditions and actions would be necessary for the Métis to have 
achieved a better outcome in 1885? What role would the government 
have to play? What is allyship, and would it be a factor? 

• Gabriel Dumont did many things to support Métis people. Name one 
everyday thing he did for his community, and one huge thing. Why do 
you think Dumont did these things? How do Dumont’s actions show 
community care?

https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/dakota-access-pipeline-decision-standing-rock-1026122/
https://www.npr.org/sections/live-updates-protests-for-racial-justice/2020/06/26/884149659/minneapolis-council-moves-to-defund-police-establish-holistic-public-safety-forc
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NORMAN FLEURY

s Trevor retraces Dumont’s steps, one of his first stops is in Winnipeg 
where he speaks with many people including Métis Elder, educator 
and linguist, Norman Fleury. As Elder Norman describes our 

hero, it becomes clear how much people respected Dumont, how stories can 
contribute to legacy and inspire a community’s identity: 

“I’m sure John A. Macdonald didn’t like him you know, and a lot of 
other people, but who cared? We loved him and we still do today. 

People really respected him because he knew how to lead in 
war. He knew how to lead in hunting and commerce. In 

the buffalo trade, the pemmican trade. He was not 
only one of a buffalo hunter, but he was a family 
person. He was a person that was involved in 
community. … And the stories that I heard about 
him made you proud to be a Michif person, a 
Métis person.”

A

OUTTAKES FROM THE ROAD
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MADELEINE DUMONT 
Before he picks up the trail of Dumont, Trevor travels West to explore the 
legacy of Dumont within his own family. It’s during a conversation with his 
brother, Lawrence Cameron, that a particular thread is lifted as Lawrence 
reflects, “Métis women … are a powerful group.”

Although it would be impossible for Trevor to meet her, Gabriel Dumont’s 
story would be incomplete without some recollection of the part of 
Dumont’s journey spent with his wife, Madeleine Dumont, née Wilkie. 

Madeleine Wilkie was from Pembina in what is now North Dakota. She was 
born in 1840, and she and Dumont were married nearby in St. Joseph. 
Historian David Morin describes her as “hardworking, resourceful, 
and [with] a reputation for being compassionate to the less fortunate.” 
Throughout their time together, the couple adopted Métis children, and at 
one point opened an orphanage. Madeleine died in the spring of 1886 from 
tuberculosis – a disease that killed many Indigenous people.
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ST. PETER’S MISSION, MT
St. Peter’s Mission is where Louis Riel built a life following his exile from 
Canada, and it’s where Dumont travelled to convince Riel to return to 
Batoche to help the Métis of Saskatchewan. At the time, the Mission was 
part of the Blackfoot Reserve. 

After the uprising, Métis communities were literally burned out by the 
United States Army, and forced off their lands to make room for settlers. 
Historian Nicholas Vrooman outlines this terrible history: 

“[T]his is what the Army came in and burned down constantly from 
‘68 til ‘96. And some of the reports… [tell] of ninety cabins and 100 
lodges and each one of them has got five people in it… [The Army] 
would take all their furs and all their goods and put them in the 
middle and torch them. I mean, we suffered ethnic cleansing here, 
and it’s generally unknown in the United States.”

Upon his visit, Trevor recognized that St. Peter’s Mission is a powerful place 
as it was one of the many places that you’d find the Métis.
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TEACHABLE MOMENT: YOU SAY MÉTIS/ 
I SAY MICHIF: MÉTIS PEOPLE IN 
CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES

“People should know just because they put the 
border in, doesn’t mean that there’s this 

separation of Métis up in Canada and none 
down here (USA). ” 
     – Shawn Carrier
As we watch Trevor travel through North Dakota and 
Montana, it becomes clear that Métis communities thrived 

both in what is now known as Canada and the US. One such 
community can be found near Belcourt, North Dakota: Turtle 

Mountain is a Chippewa reserve where Dumont lived for a time. 
Following the 1885 uprising, this community took in Métis refugees 

from Canada. 
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ACTIVITY
TWO TRUTHS AND A LIE

Now that you’ve watched the Shadow of Dumont film, you might be thinking 
you’re a bit of a Gabriel Dumont expert. Whether or not this is the case, you 
can test your and your classmates’ knowledge of Gabriel Dumont and Métis 
history by placing a new figure at the centre of a familiar game: Two Truths 
and a Lie, GD Edition!

Players arrange themselves in a circle, and each player thinks of three 
statements about Gabriel Dumont and the Métis: two statements must be 
true, and one must be false. To play a round, each person shares the three 
statements (in any order) to the group. The goal is to determine which 
statement is false. The group votes on which one they think is a lie, and at 
the end of each round, the speaker reveals which one was the lie.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Name one place that is important to Métis people, and explain why you 

chose it.

• Is the Canada/USA border a significant barrier for Métis/Michif people 
in terms of how they are able to connect both now and in Gabriel 
Dumont’s time? Explain why you chose your answer.

• There are some scenes in the film that aren’t comedic, and perhaps 
some of the heaviest moments are when Trevor visits St. Peter’s 
Mission, and when Nicholas Vrooman describes how Métis settlements 
were burned by the Army between 1868 and 1896. Why do you think 
the federal government did this to Métis people?
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MAPPING THE  
HERO’S JOURNEY 
 
“Gabriel Dumont is a hero to many Métis and has 
therefore become one of the most influential people in 
Métis history.” 1  
  – David Morin

THE HERO’S JOURNEY
hat is the “hero’s journey” and who exactly gets to take such a 
trip? Throughout the film, Trevor meets many people who share 
many stories with him about Gabriel Dumont. If we fit all of the 

pieces of these small stories together, then zoom out to look at the bigger 
picture, we can see a familiar pattern emerge.

The hero’s journey is defined as a story template where a hero goes on an 
adventure, learns a lesson, wins a victory with what they have learned, and 
returns home transformed. Many people consider Gabriel Dumont to be a 
hero, and as Trevor follows Dumont’s trail there are more than a few hero-
like tracks he discovers.

W

1Morin, David. “Gabriel Dumont (1837-1906): Biography.” Gabriel Dumont Institute Virtual Museum of Canada: 
Back to Batoche, Resources, Literature, 2005-06,  
http://www.virtualmuseum.ca/sgc-cms/expositions-exhibitions/batoche/docs/proof_en_dumont_bio.pdf.

http://www.virtualmuseum.ca/sgc-cms/expositions-exhibitions/batoche/docs/proof_en_dumont_bio.pdf
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 ONE MAN, MANY FACES
At the end of the film, Trevor sums up what he learned about Gabriel 
Dumont in the following passage: 

“As for the man’s legacy, take your pick. He was something different 
to everyone: chief, savior, gambler, freedom fighter, entertainer, 
terrorist, drunk, husband, uncle.”

By making Shadow of Dumont, Trevor has developed a complex portrait, 
showing Dumont to be so much more than the military tactician most 
history books make him out to be. Here are a few angles of Dumont offered 
by historians throughout the film.

DUMONT IN THE COMMUNITY 

“[Dumont] was a leader for most of his life. He wasn’t just a leader in 
the buffalo hunt. He was a leader within the settlement. It 

wasn’t this ... hierarchy based off of birth.... You had 
to prove yourself as a leader. I found interesting 

stories ... like when if a horse was hurt, they 
went to Gabriel. ... if something went wrong, 
you went to Gabriel. I think that just shows 
that there was a natural leadership ... but also 
a type of personality that people obviously 
trusted. They felt he was the person who could 

help, would come through their problems.” 

– Krystl Raven, Saskatchewan
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DUMONT AS A FUGITIVE

“America had no wants or warrants or any criminal 
charges against Gabriel, so there was no reason 
to hold him [in jail]. Believe it or not, Grover 
Cleveland, the president of the United States, was 
the one who requested his release. The president 

would no doubt have been well aware of the Riel 
rebellion. Gabriel was international. That would have 

been big news of the day, so he probably was following it 
on a day to day basis.” 

 – Ron VanDenBoom, Fort Assiniboine MT, on President   
 Cleveland’s pardon of Dumont upon entry into the U.S. following  
 the 1885 uprising.

“The newspaper accounts here of when [Dumont] came 
back to Montana, I mean, they were really afraid of 
him inciting the Indians and gathering arms, but they 
weren’t gonna fight anymore. But they weren’t gonna 
give up.” 

 – Nicholas Vrooman, Helena MT

DUMONT AS A SHOWMAN

“Buffalo Bill was ... the biggest celebrity of his time. While 
there were over a hundred Wild West shows, his was the first 
and the biggest. … The idea was people could go and see what a 
real Western frontiersman looked like. And he was good at roping 

in these prominent people like Gabriel Dumont, … And it’s 
always kind of struck me Gabriel Dumont was in the middle 

of all this imperialist action, all its ugliness in the same 
lifetime he’s on this romanticized end of this. If he’s 
being cheered by these audiences who want to see a 
real frontiersman, want to see a Métis man, a guy who 
was in the Red River war, a buffalo hunting leader, 
what was going through his mind when he’s standing in 

front of that group? Seems like Gabriel Dumont was an 
extremely adaptable guy. He lived between two worlds, he 

lived between two countries. And he was the master of both.” 

  – Eric Rossborough, librarian, Center of the West, Cody WY
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TEACHABLE MOMENT:  
THE LEGACY OF DUMONT
“After all of these years, I hope to understand Gabriel 
Dumont …. I want to get on the road and learn more 
about his travels, his adventures and what his legacy is 
today.” – Trevor Cameron
The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines “legacy” as “something 
transmitted by or received from an ancestor or predecessor or from the 
past.” What exactly did Gabriel Dumont send out into the world, and, more 
than a century after his passing, who still receives his transmission? 

At the beginning of this section, we considered the possibility that Gabriel 
Dumont’s journey was that of a hero. Perhaps the measure of a hero can 
be charted by the range of their transmission: descendants, such as Trevor 
and his family, would definitely hear it loudly and clearly; moving out from 
there, people like Beth Cuthand who aren’t related, yet speak of Dumont 
with affection, Uncle Gabe; expanding further, there are cities that name 
streets, parks and other institutions after him; finally, and perhaps most 
importantly, there is a community of Métis/Michif people spread out all over 
the world who, when they see an image of Dumont, are reminded of their 
history, culture and community. 
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ACTIVITY
WHERE IS DUMONT’S HEAD AT?

Eric Rossborough, a librarian at the Center of the West in Cody, Wyoming 
describes Gabriel Dumont’s career in Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show. 
Rossborough reflects on the complexity of Dumont’s position as both a 
fugitive who had fought against an imperialist government, and a showman 
performing for a settler audience: “[W]hat was going through [Dumont’s] 
mind when he’s standing in front of that [audience]?” 

For this activity, you’re asked to consider what Dumont might have been 
thinking about as he performed in front of Wild West audiences as large as 
15,000 people.

Divide into groups of three or four, and within your group brainstorm 
some of the things that may have been going through Dumont’s mind 
as he performed. Next, your group will “map Dumont’s brain” by using 
markers to divide Dumont’s head into sections according to what he is 
thinking about. The sections should be of varying sizes, and labeled with 
percentages, according to how much of Dumont’s brain is occupied by a 
particular subject. Once you have each brain section drawn and labelled, 
add notes to the poster to describe scenes from the film that support each 
brain map section. Your group will present your poster to the larger group.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/191H2mjJcN5qCMOfxCerWT12BbMzEhNMi/view
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
• What is the “hero’s journey”? Describe some elements of Dumont’s life 

that fit within the story template of the hero’s journey.

• Does Trevor’s journey meet the definition of a hero’s journey? If yes, 
then how?

• Think about one of your ancestors, and describe a legacy they left for 
you. Then think about yourself: what might be a legacy that you will 
leave for future generations?
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IDENTITY/POLITICS:  
THE MANY FACES OF 
“UNCLE GABE”

f the many stories that Trevor shares with people about Gabriel 
Dumont, the ones that resonate deeply are those that touch upon 
the complexity of Métis identity. It comes as no surprise that these 
conversations unfold among Trevor’s family (including chosen 

family) and other Métis/Michif.

“[Gabe] had an identity separate from Louis Riel, 
he was his own person, he went on all these great 
adventures. I think that’s a legacy too of you 
know get out of your own community, go on great 
adventures, talk to other people in the country 
or the world you know. And I think we’ve put 

boundaries on our identities because  
we had to, to reclaim our identities. 

Now it’s the time to expand.”  
– Beth Cuthand, Cree poet and teacher,    

Okanagan Valley BC

“I don’t think [my dad] ever thought he’d see 
anything like that in his life, and I don’t think 
he thought he’d ever see that many Dumonts 
together. That was like being vindicated. Like it 
was like look at us right. We really are something. 
You know before that we were nothing.”  
– Estelle Dumont Kaufhold, Trevor’s cousin, Duck 
Lake SK, on the 1985 Dumont family reunion

“My grandfathers came down [from Canada], they 
intermarried into the tribe. So I’m an enrolled member 

of the Ojibwe tribe. I’m also Métis and very proud of 
that heritage. And it’s only been in the last maybe 
decade or so that you can be. I could be proud of 
being Métis and also be Ojibwe.”  
– Denise Lajimodiere, poet, Turtle Mountain 
Reserve, ND

O
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“It’s important that my grandkids know the history. It’s 
getting lost as the generations go, you know. So I’m 

hoping that I can leave them something to know 
where they came from and be proud of who  
they are.”  
– Mavis Dumont, Trevor’s aunt and unofficial 
genealogist for the Dumont family, Armstrong BC

“I didn’t realize this trip was about reclaiming 
my identity. I thought I wanted to talk about 

my famous relative and learn about his legacy 
today…. As I travelled, it became more and more 

about my identity. Now, I realize as I’m back in Batoche, 
it’s about us, our identities, reconciling our histories 
with our present.”  
– Trevor Cameron

Trevor concludes his adventure following in the footsteps 
of his great-great-uncle Gabriel Dumont by returning to 
Batoche, the place Trevor considers a touchstone for his people. 
For almost fifty years, Back to Batoche Days has been a meeting point 
for Métis people everywhere. Of his experience at the gathering, Trevor 
reflects, “It felt really comforting to be back with friends. This idea that you 
are in a community where you don’t have to explain what you are, or what 
a Métis is. You just have to be there.” 
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ACTIVITY
EMOJI IDENTITY STORY 🤠🎠🤔

Throughout Shadow of Dumont, many people talk about Métis identity. By 
the end of the film Trevor realizes that what began as a search for all things 
Dumont became more and more about reclaiming his own identity.

Think about your own identity, more specifically about who you are 
and what defines you. Are there symbols or gestures that can express 
these ideas? If you have access to a computer, create an emoji story that 
describes your identity, or a journey that was meaningful to you. You can 
use the Emojipedia library for inspiration. 

Alternately, you can use drawing media (e.g. pencil, markers, etc.) on paper 
to design your own emoji that represents your identity. 

🤠🤩

https://emojipedia.org/
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• When and why do you think Métis people started gathering for the 

Back to Batoche festival?

• At the end of the film, Trevor says that Gabriel Dumont was something 
different to everyone: “chief, savior, gambler, freedom fighter, 
entertainer, terrorist, drunk, husband, uncle” - what do you think 
stands out as Dumont’s most important legacy?

• Why do you think so many people in the film talk about identity? How 
do you think our identities are connected to history?
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CULMINATING 
ACTIVITIES
QUOTATION MARKS

As Trevor travels from place to place throughout the film, the frame pauses 
as he pulls away to illuminate a different quotation upon each departure. 
Review the list of still quotations from the film, choose two or three, then 
discuss their significance and what they reveal about Gabriel Dumont based 
on what you’ve learned by watching the film.

#METISPRIDE

What does being Métis mean to you? #MetisPride is a campaign and contest 
that features images of Métis influencers and leaders, each with a different 
message that inspires and celebrates Métis culture and contributions! Learn 
more about #MetisPride Challenge! Assign it to your classes. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/178z0LxymRAnQ7cUibAcW-NPPDYiPDp8N/view
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RESOURCES

Back to Batoche: https://backtobatochedays.ca/

Batoche National Historic Site – Batoche and Tourond’s Coulée: A Landscape 
Coming Alive (video):  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VEgMf7sG1I

Gabriel Dumont Institute Virtual Museum of Metis History and Culture: 
http://www.metismuseum.ca/

Lawrie Barkwell’s webpage:  
https://www.scribd.com/user/9213693/Lawrence-J-Barkwell

Learn Michif: http://www.learnmichif.com/

Women of the Métis Nation: https://en2.metiswomen.org/

https://backtobatochedays.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VEgMf7sG1I
http://www.metismuseum.ca/
https://www.scribd.com/user/9213693/Lawrence-J-Barkwell
http://www.learnmichif.com/
https://en2.metiswomen.org/
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